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AHam’s Night Before 
Christmas 


Gary Pare KNAAD 
Twas the night before Cheistmas, 
‘And all through 2 meters, 

Nota signal was keying up 

‘Any repeaters, 


The antennas reached up 
From the tower, quite high, 
To catch the weak signale 
That bounced from the shy. 
The children, Tech-Pluses, 
Took their HTs to bed, 
‘And dreamed of the day 
They'd be Extras instead, 


November Meeting 


Friday, December 21 
TB 

Our Saviour’ Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 

Lafayette, CA 


“Meeting Pro 
“Annual Holiday Dinner—Please 
RSVP to Marty, wbmdb@uarrl net 


VE. Testing 
“Tere will bt NO VE testing forthe 
month of December 
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‘Mom put on her headphones, 
1 plugged in the key, 

‘And ee tuned 40 meters 

For that rare ZK3 


‘When the meter was pegged 
Bya signal with power. 

Te smoked a small diode, 
‘And, T swear, shook the tower 


ran to the window 
‘And peered atthe sky, 

“To sce what could generate 

RF chat high, 

Ie was way in the distance, 

But the moon made i gleam, 

A flying sleigh with an 
Eight-element beam, 

‘And a litele old driver 

‘Who looked slightly mean, 

So thought for a moment, 
That it might be Wayne Green. 


But no, it was Santa, 
The Santa of Hams 
(Ona mission, this Che 


To clean up the bands. =i 


He circled the tower, 
Then stopped in his track, 
‘And he slid down the couse 
Right into the shack, 


While Moin and [hid 
Behind sacks of CQ, 

This Santa of hamming, 

Knew just what to do 

He cleared off the shack desk 
(Of paper and parts, 

‘And filled out all my late QSLs 
Fora sare, 

He ran copper braid, 

Took a steel rad and pounded 
Ie into the earth, ill 

The station was grounded, 


He tightened loose ftings, 


Resoldered connections, 
Cranked down modulation, 
Installed lightning protection. 


Then, he reached really deep 
In the bag that he brought, 
And he pulled out a big bo. 
A new rig? I thought! 

Yes! "The Ultimate Station! 
Hovr could I deserve thi 
Could tbe all those hours 
that I worked Public Service? 


He hooked itall up 
And in record time, quickly 
Worked 100 countries, 

All down on 160. 


1 should have been happy, 
Te yas my call he sent 

Bur the cards and the postage 
Will cost ro month's ent! 


He made final adjustments, 
‘And lef a card by the key: 

“To Gary, from Santa Claus. 

7B 

‘Then he grabbed his H-T, 
Looked me straight in the eye, 
Punched a code on the pad, 
And was gone with no good-bye. 


Iran back to the station, 
‘And the pileup was big, 
Bur a card from St. Nick 
Would be worth my new rig 
(Oh, foo lat; for his final 
cane over the ai. 

‘ewas copied all over: 
Iwas heard everywhere 
‘The Hanis Santa exclaimed 
‘What a ham might expect, 
Merry Christmas to al, 
And to ll, god DX!” 

11986 Gay Peace, KAA 


Pension granted fr any rt orletonic 
production. 
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pm. 

“The minutes of the previous mesting, 
as printed inthe Carrier, were approved. 

VEC Jim Brunk, NOBHIX, reported 3 
new technicians, 1 general upgrade and 
fone extra upgrade 

“Treasurer Don Anthony, N6SLA, 
reported that we have $1053 in checking 
and $45,963 in CDs. This does not 
Jnclude income from Pacificon. As usu, 
there are adjustments robe made and 
‘nino iastes tobe setled with the hotel. 


Emergency coordinator was nat 
present, bur RACES basic training on 
Saturday 17th was announced, 

“Technical committe, Trevor Hall, 
WAGJAU, reported thr all's well with 
the epeaters. An ATV work party 
‘caused some minor problems which 
‘were later rectified, ATV ison the a 
but noe optimal yet—more work is 
‘ceded and isin progress. A paoblem 
fn the internet connection used by 
EchoIRLP was resolved by our service 
provider, but we ae stil sharing the lik 
‘with other users, and so ae subject ra 
‘occasional packer-drops 


A vote was taken and approved on 
1 proposal ta spend an amoune not 
to eaceed $1,800 for supplies (mostly 
feedline and associated hardware) for 
the 2m voter installation at the East 
Bay Hills site. The club has two certified 
tower-climbers who will do the work. 
Tnsurance coverage will be verified 
before the work takes place, 

“The Christmas party wil be held 
at Tpm on December 21st at the usual 
location with the usual menu. 

‘Chuck Graham, KI6DCD, from 
the Salvation Army gave special thanks 
to Lauren and Lie Syles (WAGCIE 
and KGOHLY) for their support of the 
technician taining classes sponsored by 
SATURN and MDARC. Certificates 
‘were also presented to Bob Green, 
K6GD; Marty, WeMDH (and Jordan); 
“Trevor, WAGJAU; Chuck, KI6DCD; 


tothe clases. 

Mary, W6MDH, announced that a 
technician class will be run in Orinda, 
starting in January, on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:00PM to 9:00PM at the public 
conference room inthe new Orinda 
City Office Building, and wil be open 
tothe public 

‘Membership chairman, Tom Decble, 
KAGSIP, reported that he has made 
an early star on membership renewals 
and thac we nowhave have over 300 
members, 

Lauren WAGCIE presented Jobn 
Stuart, KM6QX, with the eal prize 
that he hada been able to eceive 
at Pucificon because he was so busy 
running the show. Jo then talked 
bout public service event, including 
the recent tal ride on Me. Disblo, 
‘where the amateur operators asisted 
with two rescues, 

Dick Brown, KT6X, reported lots 
of positive feedback from Paciicon 
attendees, and noted thatthe final 
review meeting would be taking place 
the following day, Novernber 17h, so 
final numbers were not yet availble 

Herbert Cole, KIGATB, presented 
fon Amateur Radio and CERT 
(Community Emeeyency Response 
Team) 

Election results were announced. "he 
only contested position was president, 
‘which was wom by Jason Legare, 
WSN. Other positions are Vice 
President—Dave Mulkeaens, K6OH; 
SecretaryPaul Dickey, NOJOX; 
“Treasurer—Don Anthony, N6SIA; 
Emergency Coordinator—Bob Green, 
K6GD; and Directore—Dave Gordon, 
N6SWE; Trevor Raty, KG6MDW; and 
“Trevor Hall, WAGJAU. The director 
position previously held by Jason wil 
reed to be filled, 

Herbert, KI6ATB, won the door- 
prize of « Yaesu FT-OR. 

fain McDonnell KAM 
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1,000 Marbles 


bye Doi KEV 


he older I get, 
the more I enjoy 
Sarurday mornings. 
Perhaps t's the 
quiet solitude 
that comes with 
being the frst 
to rise, or maybe ite 
the unbounded joy of 
not having to be at work. 
Either way the fist few 
hhours of a Saturday morning are most 
‘enjoyable 

‘A few weeks ago, Iwas shutfling: 
toward the basement shack with a 
steaming cup of caffee in one hand 
and the morning paper in the other, 
What began asa typical Saturday 
‘morning tured into one of those 
lessons that lfe seems to hand you 
from time to time, Let me tell you 
about i. 

‘Walking into the shack, I flipped 
the switch on the Astron power 
supply. That fied wp the dual-band 
mobile that is usually set on the local 
repeater frequency and it also brought 
sy HP rig to life, Ina few seconds, 
[was tuned to 7.040mbe, the QRP 
calling frequency: Early morning on 
440 meters can be interesting and like 
fishing, you just never know what you 
might snag. 

Trurned the gain comtol up until 
the volume was comfortable, then I 
leaned back and scanned the local 
paper. Another shooting, another 
bombing, some terrorist group 
theeatening retaliation, and the 
government debating a tax increase. 
Well, at least it's reassuring to see that 
the world hasnt changed since the 
evening news report the night before. 

In the background, Uheard a 
station calling °CQ FISTS". Before 
have time to call him a VES with 
4 booming signal calls him and so 
begins another QSO on 40 meter. 
Before long, that QSO has ended and 
another was underway. 


‘Aitera quick coffe rfl, went 
‘back tothe shack, put the 
headphones on, and begin 
tuning around, There 
vas a strong signal on 


T returned his call 
and made contact 
swith a fellow in 

Kennebunk, Maine 

We exchanged signal 

reports and proceeded to 

tell each other about our 
rigs, antennas, and the weather. 

A few minutes more and my new 

friend told me he must QRT because 

hae is meeting several of the local hams 

for breakfast. We signed off, with "73" 

tocach other. 

“Then I rummed the dil up into the 
phone portion af the band in order to 
listen to a Saturday morning swap net. 
Along the way, I came across an older 
sounding chap, with a tremendous 
signal and a golden voice. You know 
the kind, he sounded like he should 
bre in the broadcasting business. He 
‘was telling whoever he was talking 
‘with something about “a 
thousand marbles". 1 
‘yas intrigued and. 
stopped to listen to 
‘what he had to say 


ll Tom, i sure 

sounds like you're busy 

swith your job. Tm sure 

they pay you well but 
a shame you have 

to be away from 

home and your 

family so mach, 

Hard to believe a 

young fellow should 

have to work sixty or 

seventy hours a week 

to make ends meet. 

‘Too bad you missed your 

daughter dance recital.” 

He continued "let me tell you 
something Tom, something that has 
helped me keep good perspective on 
my own prions” 

‘And thats when he began to 


7.035mbz calling CQ. 


Caplan is theory ofa thousand 
sales” 

"Yo sc L st dow one day and did 
aide arithmetic The average person 
lve about sreny-Sive years. kao, 
some live mote and sre iv ey 
on average, oll ve sbout seventy 
fre years” 

“Now then, 1 mubipie 75 mes 52 
and cane up with 300 which ie the 
umber of Saturdays thatthe areage 
peton has in their ne tine 
Now ec with me To, In geting 
tothe imporent part” 

By this point, Iwas completely 
booked on this QSO, Forget the 
sap et, wat moving frm this 
Frequency unl hard wha the ol 
san bad toy 

"Ietook me ul ws tye 
yest od to think boul thi in any 
al he went on," by that dine 
Thad ed through over treny-eght 
hundred Saturdays. got wo thinking 
that if ved to be seventy, Lonly 
had sbout a thousand of them lt to 
ni 

So went toa toy store and bought 
every single marble they had I ended 

up having ovis thee 

” soy oreo rund-op 

1000 marble. rok 

ther home and put 

them ineide oF are, 
cleat plastic container 

Sight het inthe 

shack net to my ga 

Every Saturday sce 
then, have taken one 
sable ut and thrown ie aay. 

“found that by watching 
the mates diminish, facaed 
tor on the aly portant 
thing in if. Mere nothing 
lke watching your time hereon 
this aah run ou oe get your 
Prose sight” 


Now let me tell you one last thing, 
before I sign-off with you and take 
_my lovely wife out for breakfast. This 
‘morning, I took the very last marble 
‘out of the container. figure if | make 
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Fudarucers, 940 Maint, Wolou Creek 


the meeting was called to order 
at 7:04 PM by President Marty 

Heyman, 

Other Board Members 
present: Vice-President Dave 
‘Mulkearns, K6OH; Secretary Paul 
Dickey, N6JOX; Treasurer Don 
Anthony, N6SIA; and EC Bob 
Green, K6GD, Also present were 
Directors Trevor Hall, WAGJAU; 
Jason Legate, W6SN; and Trevor 
Raty, KG6MDVy; as well as 
‘Membership Chairman Tom 
Deeble, KASIP. 

‘The minutes of the last meeting 
were approved as published. 

‘Treasurer Don Anthony reported 
$912.93 checkbook balance 
and $45,963.29 in CDs, not 
including recently received bills nor 
membership dues. 


He received authorization from 
the Board to renew the World 
Radio classified ad for one year. 


Committee Reports: 

+ Tom reported that the election 
ballots had been mailed and quite 
a few had already been returned. 
‘Tom also has revised the renewal 
form, and will hand them out at 
the meeting for those present and 
smal che rest 

+ Bob noted that basie RACES 
training would be held the third 
Saturday this month. Marty 
advised that with the huge 
reduction in power to the 440 
repeater, new understanding will 
have to be in place between the 
County (OES) and MDARC. In 
uidition, because of the “ell” on 


MDARC members, a new MOU 
‘would be useful between the 
County and MDARC. 

+ Trevor Hall noted that a work 
party was on the hill ast Sat. for 
the ATV repeater, Noted was 
bum on all repeatess' audio; this 
will be the subject of the next work 
party this week. Also, the internet 
connection was down because of 
Red Cloud problems which are 
due to be fixed immediately by 
them, The Board voted to approve 
an allocation of $1620 to complete 
the voter installation on Vollmer. In 
addition, a carryover item in next 
year’s budget will be the $1200 
previously voted for the voter 
installation on Vaca. 


New Business: 

+ Don presented a tentative 
budget for next year. After 
additions and notations, the Board 
approved the draft with revisions as 
a basis for the final budget for next 

+ Marty noted the receipt of a 
thank-you letter from Save Mount 
Diablo group, thanking the Club 
for its assistance with the trail and 
bieycle events 

+ Marty confirmed the return, 
of Pacificon to the San Ramon 
‘Marriott next yeas, under the 
Chairmanship of Dick Brown 
KT6X. 

Marty adjourned the meeting at 
7:2 pam. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey, NEJOX, Secretary 


Macssseat tee 
this season, but it sure is 
busy! T apologize for the lateness 
of the Carrier this month, but I 
do believe that this has been the 
busiest Christmas season of my 
life! No doubt many could echo 
that sentiment. 

Enjoy the time with family 
and friends, both on the air and 
otherwise, There are a number of 
good “hamming” opportunities this 
month. I plan to operate my KX 
QRP from Oklahoma on Straight 
Key Night—I hope to get some of 
you in the logt 73 de K6BQ. 


NEW DUAL BAND 2/440 


2M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 
4440 gain 7 dBa (9.0 dBi) 
20+ dB front to back ratio 
24 inch boom length 
Superfast assembly; no 


instructions needed, screw color 
coded elements onto color ended 


‘boom 


2 bands-one connector, great far 
satellite contacts, no duplexer 
needed, no duplexer cost 
$98.95 


Call or fix (925) 933-3242 
Now available at all HRO stores 
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it until next Sarurday then Ihave been 
given a litte extra time. And the one 
thing we can all use isa litle more 

"Ie was nice to meet youTom, I 
‘hope you spend more time with your 
family,and I hope to meet you again 
hhere on the band. 73 Old Man, this is 
K9NZQ, clear and going QRT, good 
morning!” 


Lend 


‘You could have heard a pin drop 
‘on the band when this fellow signed 
ff. guess he gave us all lotto think 
about. I had planned to work on the 
antenna that morning, and then I was 
sing to meet up with afew hams to 
‘work on the next club newsletter. 
Instead, went upstairs and woke 
my wife up with a Kiss."Cinon 
honey, m taking you and the kids to 


‘SUNNYVALE, 


breakfast” 
What brought this on?" she asked 
with a smile."Ob, nothing special, it's 
just been a long time since we spent a 
Saturday together with the kids. Hey, 
can we stop at atoy store while we're 
‘ut? I need to buy some marbles.” 
Used by author's permission 
hntpy/ke9u.net/stores/marbles hemi 


AAO CA ase 
00) 54-6040, 


W6CX Nets Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 


706444125 MH (100PL) ‘Thursday, 7:00 pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 

“Thursday 7:30 pm Jim Brunk, NOBHX 

MDARC Club Net East County 146,535 Simplex 


Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 
South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 


West County 145.110/~ 
Steve Adams, KF6WNH 


“Thursday 8:00 pm 
General ATV Net 


November Events 


December 21 7:30pm MDARC Monthly Meeting 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Lafayette 
December 31 December Carrier Deadline 
January 7 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 


Fuddrucker’, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


The Carrier 


Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O, Box 23222 


Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
TE www mdare.org 


Next Meeting—December 21—Holiday Dinner 


